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Lactanet Canada and Semex Win the
Prestigious Innovation in Climate
Action Award

October 17, 2023 - Guelph (ON) and Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue (QC

Partnerships are very much a part of the Canadian dairy scene that
supports dairy farmers and the industry at large. Lactanet Canada and
Semex have a long-standing synergy working collaboratively and last night
received a prestigious Dairy Innovation Award: “Innovation in Climate
Action”, from the International Dairy Federation (IDF).
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Innovation in Climate Action

Lactanet Canada and Semex Alliance
Methane Efficioncy Evaluations

Picture: Mike Lohuis, Vice President, Research & Innovation at Semex and Brian Van Doormaal, Chief
Services Officer at Lactanet.

Nominated by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Lactanet and Semex were
recognized during the IDF World Dairy Summit in Chicago, Illinois, for
developing Canada’s Methane Efficiency genetic evaluation. This is the
world’s first official genetic evaluation that helps dairy producers
genetically select animals that will contribute to reduced methane
emissions from dairy cattle, without impacting production levels.

“As the dairy sector works together towards net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, we know the important role research and innovation
plays along our shared path,” says David Wiens, President of Dairy
Farmers of Canada (DFC). “The funding this initiative received from DFC in
collaboration with other engaged partners, helped demonstrate the
accuracy of predicting individual animal methane emissions. We are
excited and honoured to be part of the future of dairy farming, and we
thank the IDF Dairy Innovation Awards for recognizing the continuous
efforts of dairy farmers in striving for a more sustainable future for
everyone.”

Lactanet’'s Methane Efficiency genetic evaluation was launched in April
2023 after 10 years of research and development, led by the University of



Guelph, using innovative technologies to evaluate and predict a cow’s
methane production. This achievement is a cardinal piece of the dairy
industry’s national strategy to reach net zero by 2050.

“Accelerating sustainable and innovative dairy management practices is
important to our industry and we all have a role to play,” states Barbara
Paquet, Lactanet Board Chair and dairy farmer. “We are proud to accept
this joint award that has allowed us to bridge the gap by leveraging our
resources and bringing the best of our talents forward to provide a solution
to address a complex challenge.”

“Semex is thrilled to accept this award along with our Lactanet partners.
By bringing the world’s first Methane Efficiency index to the dairy industry,
we are empowering producers worldwide to take immediate, simple, low-
cost, and permanent action in reducing their own breeding programs’
methane emissions,” says Paul Larmer, Semex CEO.

Lactanet Canada and Semex extend their congratulations to all other
finalists and winners, and thanks the IDF for this award.

About the International Dairy Federation (IDF):

Established in 1903, IDF is the leading source of scientific and technical
expertise for all global stakeholders in the dairy value chain. The IDF Dairy
Innovation Awards showcase the dairy industry on a global scale while
highlighting innovative processes, practices, and products that enhance
efficiency and contribute to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. In
2023, a total of 176 entries from 26 countries were received. This includes
17 entries in the Innovation in Climate Action category. For more
information, please see the 2023 IDF Dairy Sustainability Outlook.

About Lactanet Canada:

Lactanet is the leading dairy herd improvement organization in Canada,


https://fil-idf.org/
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0603/5167/6609/files/Issue_7_IDF_Dairy_Sustainability_Outlook_-_FAO_Global_Conference_on_Sustainable_Livestock_Transformation-2023.pdf?v=1695286531
https://lactanet.ca/

responsible for milk recording, genetic evaluations, herd management
software, knowledge transfer, and dairy cattle traceability. As a farmer-run
organization serving all Canadian dairy producers, Lactanet provides the
dairy industry with products and services to help manage their dairy
operations for maximum efficiency and profitability.

About Semex:

Semex is a leading global genetic company focused on providing clients
with solutions, innovations, and technologies that positively impact their
lives and the lives of the animals on their operations and within our global
community. This is Genetics for Life, our guiding compass.
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