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Colostrum

LARGE BREEDS:
4L in the first hour of life;
2-3L additional at the following 
meal
 
SMALL BREEDS:
3L in the first hour of life 
1.5-2L additional at the following 
meal

Whole Milk or 
Milk Replacer: 
LARGE BREEDS: 
≥ 8 L / DAY  

SMALL BREEDS: 
≥ 6 L / DAY

Note: prepare the milk replacer  
according to manufacturer’s  
instructions

MILK REPLACER COMPOSITION:
Protein ≥ 26%
Fat 16-18%

Note: Milk based proteins are  
preferred.

Heifer Grouping 
	 Age	 Number of heifers 		
	 (months)	 per group	

	 0-2 	 2 to 3

	 3-4 	 3 to 5

	 5-8 	 6 to 12

	 9-12 	 10 to 20

	 13-15 	 10 to 20

	 16 or more 	 10 to 20

Source : CRAAQ, 2008
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avantTOUT SE JOUE 2 ANS
Day 1 	
n	 Monitor cows for the first signs of calving.

n	 Disinfect the calf’s navel if you choose (iodine 5%).

n	 Evaluate colostrum quality using a Brix refractometer.

n	 Offer a first EXCELLENT quality colostrum feeding within the first  
hour of life, and a 2nd colostrum (1st milking) feeding within the 
first 12 hours. 

n	 Identify the calf.

n	 House the calf in a clean dry area, without drafts and with enough  
space to turn around.

n	 Ensure that the calf’s body temperature stays in its comfort zone;  
if necessary, use a blanket, heat lamp, etc.

n	 If available, freeze the remaining EXCELLENT quality colostrum  
in 1L portions (Ziploc freezer bags).

From Day 2 to Weaning
n	 Evaluate passive immune transfer to the calf. >>

n	 Offer transition milk for the first 3-4 days of life.

n	 Feed whole milk or milk replacer in 2 or more feedings per day.

n	 Use nipples to feed milk. 

n	 Be consistent: temperature, delivery method, milk type, feeding hours.

n	 Be sure to clean the buckets, bottles and nipples well.

n	 Offer calf starter (20-22% crude protein): 
- Feed small quantities twice daily 
- Remove leftover grain twice daily to stimulate intake 
- Add an anti-coccidial to the grain if necessary.     >>

n	 Offer 100-150 g/d of fibrous forage chopped at 1 inch (preferably 
chopped straw).

n	 House animals in groups or pairs.

n	 Provide 4 to 6 inches of dry bedding. 
Note: Straw is an insulator; shavings or peat moss are absorbent; you 
should have both.

n	 Ensure that there is access to fresh water as of the first days of life.

n	 Dehorn, using anaesthetic, as soon as possible;  
at 3 months at the latest, when the bud reaches 1-2 cm. >>

n	 Remove supernumerary teats.  >>

Weaning
n	 Reduce the quantity of milk by 1/2 (4 l / day) for 3 days and then reduce 

by 1/2 again (2 l / day) for 3 more days before weaning completely.	
Note: Diluting the milk is not recommended.

n	 Do one change at the time during the weaning period

n	 Wean when heifers are eating at least 2 kg of calf starter per day 

n	 Progressively increase the quantity of hay 1 week after weaning  
or beginning at 6 weeks. 
Note: Be careful not to substitute the grain for hay (hay belly).
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avantTOUT SE JOUE 2 ANS
From Weaning to 6 Months
n	 Separate heifers into small even groups .

n	 Ensure that there are enough stalls and spaces at the manger so that all 
of the heifers can eat and/or lie down at the same time.

n	 Gradually introduce a calf grower grain or a mix of grain and  
supplements at 3-4 months.

n	 Quantities of grain should be in keeping with the supplier’s  
recommendations or feeding program specifications.

n	 Feed minerals that are adapted to the needs of the group

From 6 to 12 Months
n	 Consider using ionophores. >>

n	 Introduce silages in the ration, if you choose.

n	 Limit corn silage.

n	 Add concentrates if necessary.

n	 Feed minerals adapted to the needs of the group

From 12 to 23 Months
n	 Pasture; ensure that enough grass is available. Complement  

the diet with hay, silage, or concentrates if necessary.

n	 Feed minerals adapted to the needs of the group.

n	 Deworm before putting out to pasture. >>

n	 Monitor body condition regularly.

Preparing for Calving 
n	 Be sure to begin at least 3 weeks before calving.

n	 Ensure that the heifers get used to the housing used for the cows for  
at least one month before calving.

n	 Offer a well-balanced close-up ration.

Valacta technicians and advisors are well equipped 
to help you to manage your replacement animals.  
Take advantage of their expertise.

1st Breeding
MINIMUM WEIGHT TARGET:

HO : 400 kg

SB : 375 kg

AY : 350 kg

JE : 260 kg

Average Daily Gain 
(ADG) target: 

HO: 800-900 g/day

SB: 760-860 g/day

AY: 680-780 g/day

JE: 500-590 g/day

Manger Space 
Age (months) 	 Space per head 	
		  (inches)

	 < 6 	 Eating at the  		
		  same time

	 6-12	 18

	 12-18	 20

	 18-22	 24

	 22 or more 	 30

Source : CRAAQ, 2008

!!
IMPORTANT: Be sure to work with your   
VETERINARIAN  to put a VACCINATION  

PROGRAM in place which meets  
your farm’s needs.

>>
Legend

Consult your veterinarian.



www.valacta.com

1.800.266.5248

Stall Areas (Ho) 
Age 	  	 CRAAQ 	 Bar 
(months)	 (inches) 	 Height

3-5		  30 X 52	 33

6-8		  33 X 58	 36

9-12		  37 X 63	 39

13-15		  40 X 66	 41

16-18		  43 X 67	 42

18-21 		 47 X 69	 43

22-24	  	 48 X 69	 45

Adapted from CRAAQ, 2008 

Tie Stall Dimensions 
Age (months) 	 Weight 	 Width	  Length 	 Height of the front bar 
Ho 	 (kg) 	 cm (in) 	 cm (in) 	 cm (in)

3-5	 117-225	 77 (30)	 133 (52)	 83 (33)

6-8	 216-280	 89 (34)	 148 (58)	 92 (36)

9-12	 266-391	 101 (40)	 160 (63)	 100 (39)

13-15	 365-474	 109 (43)	 167 (66)	 104 (41)

16-18	 440-558	 116 (46)	 170 (67)	 107 (42)

19-21	 514-641	 123 (48)	 174 (69)	 109 (43)

22-24	 588-724	 129 (51)	 176 (69)	 110 (43)

Tie bar 0 - 6 inches in front of the curb 

Source : CRAAQ, 2008
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Pen space (Ho) 
Age	 Average	 Lying	 Lying	 Total 
(months) 1	 weight	 area	 area	 area 
	 (kg)1	 (sq.ft/	 (sq.ft/	 (sq.ft/ 
		  head)2	 head)3	 head)3

1	 60	 30	 28	 35

2	 100	 30	 28	 35

4	 150	 40	 28	 35

6	 200	 40	 29	 37

10	 300	 50	 36	 45

14	 400	 60	 41	 52

18	 500	 70	 46	 58

22	 600	 80	 -	 -

Pre-Calving		  120	 80	 100
1 Valacta Growth Chart 2014
2 Source: Adapted from Graves 2008, Penn State Housing Plans
3 Source: Adapted from DCHA 2010, 2016


