
 

Automated milk feeders 
and calf group housing

Automated milk feeders (AMF) are gaining in popularity. 
For the success of these feeding systems, ensure proper design, space and management for the AMF area and for the pen.

Group housing: Automated milk feeders:

Mistakes  
to avoid

	 Avoid using an automated 
feeder that is not equipped 
with a cleaning drain 

	 Avoid having no slope at the 
feeding station 

	 Avoid using a pen that is too 
narrow and prevents calves 
at the back of the pen from 
accessing the feeding station 
easily 

	 Avoid exposing the AMF to the 
cold

These systems  
reduce human  
labour. However,  
it is important to 
observe the calves’ 
behaviour daily. 
It is also essential to clean the 
AMF and its components.

Based on Designing an Automatic Feeding System,  
Iowa State University, Extension and Outreach,  

PM 3067 June 2014.

Provide adequate ventilation; ensure  
proper air changes, including the lying area

35 ft2
Provide at least 3.3 m2 (35 ft2) of bedded 
space per calf. This area should be easy to 
clean and keep dry. 

By 2-3 weeks of age,  
calves can be housed in pairs  
or groups

When weaning calves, it is  
important to establish a protocol  
that will help calves adapt to a solid diet

<10 For group housing, opt for small groups of 
less than 10 calves that are homogeneous in 
size and age.

If possible, manage groups using an “all-in/
all-out” method

+20- 
40%

Provide an additional 20-40% space beyond 
the average year-round calving rate

Install two water 
troughs with floats 
per pen

Concentrate  
feed bunk  
12 in per calf

RAISE THE FLOOR OF  
THE FEEDING STATION  
BY 3 IN 

HELPS KEEP THE AREA 
CLEAN

FEEDING STATION  
3 FT LONG

CLOSED SIDE

DRAIN FOR SALIVA 
AND DISPENSER 
CLEANING

Ensure there is access to  
water and electricity in the building

The maximum capacity of calves per automatic milk feeder, as recommended by manufacturers, 
may vary based on factors such as pen design and the farm’s group housing strategies

2-3 weeks  
of age

This project is funded by the Sectoral Development Program under 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership between the 
governments of Canada and Québec.
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