
Biosecurity

Herd health depends on proper building 
layouts that facilitate the implementation  
of biosecurity protocols. 

People and vehicle movements on the farm must be mapped out to reduce 
the risk of contamination and transmission of bacteria, viruses or diseases 
among animals. Shipping animals can be a source of contamination as the means 
of transportation comes in direct contact with other farms.

Mistake to avoid	
	 Avoid the transfer of manure and mud 	
onto feeding equipment that moves 	
through the feed alley

To maintain herd health, producers must  
ensure proper sanitation and visitor control  
on the premises. 
Proper animal health management procedures help to train staff to monitor the  
animals closely over time and become accustomed to collecting and documenting  
data on-farm.

In the barn: For vehicles:

DESIGNATE A SINGLE ACCESS POINT  
for visitors

Use a VISITOR LOG

CREATE AN AREA FOR THE CLEANING  
AND DISINFECTION OF FOOTWEAR  
at building entrances and exits

ESTABLISH A SEQUENCE FOR VISITING 
ANIMALS: youngest/fragile animals first, 
followed by adults and then potentially 
 sick animals

INSTALL BOOT CLEANING STATIONS  
at pen exits 

ISOLATE ANIMALS  
to be transported

ISOLATE NEW ANIMALS  
and milk them individually

WASH HANDS FREQUENTLY  
when handling animals

DESIGNATE A PARKING AREA  
for service providers and visitors 

CREATE A FARM ARRIVAL PROCEDURE  
so vehicles don’t travel where farm equipment travels

PREVENT THE TRANSPORTER FROM ENTERING  
THE BUILDING when loading animals

This project is funded by the Sectoral Development Program under 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership between the 
governments of Canada and Québec.
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