
Calving pen

A well-designed calving pen must offer ample space, ensuring a hygienic 
and comfortable environment where cows can freely choose their resting and calving positions, 
while also allowing for easy human intervention if necessary.

Group calving pens:
	Provide a minimum of 150 ft2 (14 m2) per 
cow of effective resting space. This space 
does not include the space or alley needed to 
access water or feed

Plan for the farm’s variation in 
calving rate
Provide sufficient space that accommodates 
120% to 150% of the farm’s average calving 
rate.

GROUP calving

Individual pens 
	Provide a minimum of 160 ft2 (15 m2) per 
cow of effective resting area

Provide clean water and fresh feed, 
ideally easily accessible from a 
concrete feed alley rather than the 
bedded area.

INDIVIDUAL calving

PEN INFRASTRUCTURE SHOULD BE 
EASILY WASHABLE AND WASH WATER 

DRAINAGE MUST BE PROVIDED

Equipment available nearby: 
	 Milking equipment
	 Cupboard and sink
	 Equipment for assisting calving 
	 Water for cleaning

THE ADDITION  
OF RESTRAINT  
EQUIPMENT  
HELPS TO EXAMINE  
AND MILK THE COW 
AFTER CALVING

A DOOR MUST BE EASILY ACCESSIBLE  
BY ANIMALS AND PEOPLE

The calving pen must be 
covered with fresh and clean 

bedding at all times to provide a 
healthy environment for the calf.  

Cleaning and disinfection  
are strongly recommended 

between each calving.

Mistake to avoid: 
 Avoid small or narrow pens that may  
cause cows to adopt inadequate calving 
positions, complicating human interventions and 
risking the safety of the cow and calf

This project is funded by the Sectoral Development Program under 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership between the 
governments of Canada and Québec.
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