
Bedding keeper

Ensuring an adequate amount of bedding enhances the 
comfort and softness of the stall and minimizes friction 
between the cow and the ground.
However, maintaining sufficient bedding thickness can pose challenges. While implementing a bedding keeper is a 
cost-effective solution for certain farms, it may not be feasible for all.

Mistake  
to avoid: 

	Insufficient bedding coverage in 
the stall. If the bedding keeper is 
visible, it may lead to indentations 
in the lying surface, potentially 
causing discomfort or hoof health 
issues for the cow.

Stalls should be 
cleaned daily for 
proper cleaning 
management.
For the bedding keeper to work, 
plenty of bedding must be added 
and wet bedding must be removed. 
As with hollow stalls, the formation 
of indentations must be avoided to 
facilitate maintenance.

ALUMINUM TUBE 
3 IN DIAMETER 

TABS
•	4  in X 6 in
•	3/8 in thick
•	 A small plate is welded at about 0.5 to 
0.75 in on the larger plate (4 x 6 in) 
to serve as a stopper on each tab. 

•	 The position of the stopper depends 
on the desired height between the 
ground/surface material and the 
bedding keeper.

SUPPORT BRACKETS
The support brackets  
have 3 sections. 
•	 Two 2.5” x 4” end caps are welded 
to a large 5” x  4” plate.

•	 The metal thickness of the two end 
caps should be ½” thick while the 
thickness of the large plate should  
be 3/8 ” thick.

Here is an example of a homemade removable bedding keeper :

4 in

2.5 in5 in

6 in

4 in

TABS

SUPPORT BRACKETS

END CAP 
WELDING

1 ft 1 ft6 ft 6 ft 6 ft

THERE ARE 4 TABS PER 20 FT BAR

This project is funded by the Sectoral Development Program under 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership between the 
governments of Canada and Québec.
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