
GESTALAB - Disclaimer

The concentration of PAG (Pregnancy-Associated Glycoproteins), expressed in the GESTALAB report as an 
ELISA value, is used to determine the reproductive status (pregnant, open or inconclusive) of the cow..

PAG concentration varies according to the stage of gestation. Accurate interpretation of the ELISA value 
therefore requires knowledge of the insemination or breeding date. As a result, interpretation of GESTALAB 
results is less precise when the breeding date is unknown (such as when a bull is used for natural service).

The “Result” column of the GESTALAB report indicates the cow’s status based on the available 
information (breeding date and measured PAG level).
The “Recommendation” column indicates, when applicable, to confirm or further clarify the cow’s 
reproductive status.
The “Information” column provides additional explanations to support interpretation of the result. 

Residual milk (carry-over) is a known phenomenon that may occur during milk recording. It is associated 
with the “contamination” of a milk sample by a small amount of milk remaining from the previous cow in 
the milking order. 

A small amount of residual milk does not generally have a significant impact on the accuracy of GESTALAB 
results. However, higher levels of contamination may lead to an increased number of "inconclusive" results 
and a higher risk of false-positive results (false pregnancies). To ensure reliable results, it is essential to 
optimize milk sample collection equipment as well as the milking system, in order to minimize residual milk 
between cows, and to ensure regular maintenance of all equipment.

Monitoring and Validation of GestaLab Results:

✓ Monitor the rate of “inconclusive” results, as this may indicate issues related to residual milk.

✓  Compare GESTALAB results, when available, with veterinary pregnancy diagnoses and/or between-test 
results (manually collected quarter samples).

 ✓ Use the milking order to identify cows at risk: cows tested after a pregnant cow (high PAG value) or after a 
fresh cow (≤ 30 days in milk).

✓  Ensure effective heat detection following the GESTALAB test to quickly identify false results and allow 
timely rebreeding when necessary.

Please do not hesitate to contact Lactanet Customer Service (service.clientele@lactanet.ca) if you have any 
questions regarding GESTALAB.

Lactanet accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage resulting from misuse or misinterpretation of 
these results.

We also recommend sharing the information contained in the GESTALAB report with your veterinarian, in 
order to optimize reproductive management of your herd.
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