
Follow these steps to determine
whether you are meeting the
new requirements from the
Code of Practice for the Care
and Handling of Dairy Cattle,
published in 2023.

Note: This decision tree
highlights only the new
requirements of the Code
regarding calf housing. To view
all requirements, please refer to
the full text of the Code,
available from the National
Council for Farm Animal Care.

ARE THE CALVES
HOUSED

INDOORS OR
OUTDOORS?

Are the
calves

tethered?

Are the calves
tethered?

CHANGE REQUIRED

Calves must not be tethered
as part of normal indoor

housing.

 Are calves housed in
pairs or groups by
four weeks of age?

CHANGE EFFECTIVE 
APRIL 1, 2031

Calves that are healthy, thriving, and
compatible must be housed in pairs or

groups by four weeks of age.

NO CHANGES REQUIRED

Calves younger than four weeks of age may be
housed individually.

Note: Calves must have enough resting space
so that they can all rest at the same time.

Do calves housed
individually have
physical contact
(nose-to-nose)

with other calves?

OUTDOORS 
Housing that does not have a covered
structure with four sides that can be

closed off.
E.g., hutches located under a
covered structure with fewer than
four closable sides would be
considered outdoor housing.

INDOORS
A covered structure with four sides that

can be closed off. 
E.g., calf pens located under a
covered structure with four
closable sides would be
considered indoor housing.

YES

YES

YESNO

Are calves housed in
pairs or groups?

 Are calves
tethered with a

collar?

YES

NO CHANGES
REQUIRED

Calves housed outdoors,
including in hutches, must
have physical contact with

another calf.

CHANGE REQUIRED
Calves housed outdoors,

including in hutches, must
have physical contact with

another calf.

CHANGE REQUIRED
Calves may be tethered only

if housed in hutches that
provide access to an area

outside the hutch.

TEMPORARY EXCEPTIONS
Calves may be housed individually if:

1. They are sick (showing signs of illness). This does not include using
individual housing as a method to reduce the risk of disease. 

2. There are not enough calves to allow for pairing or grouping by age or
size.

TEMPORARY
EXCEPTIONS

Calves can be separated for:
1. Health reasons
2. Inclement weather

Has a plan been
developed for

housing calves in
pairs or groups?

CHANGE REQUIRED

Producers raising calves individually
must develop a plan to transition to

pair/group housing methods, in
consultation with a veterinarian or other

qualified advisor. 

YESNO

Are the calves tethered in
hutches with access to the

outside?

CHANGE REQUIRED
Where tethering of

calves is permitted, the
tether must include a

collar.

YES

YES

YES

START 
HERE!

NO
NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

Check out additional
resources on the housing and

welfare of dairy calves!

DAIRY CALF
HOUSING: ARE
YOU UP TO CODE? E.g., top view of a covered

structure with three solid
sides and one side featuring
a curtain that can be closed

E.g., top view of a
covered structure with
three solid sides and
one side fully open 

 

E.g., calves tethered in
hutches with access to
the outside

Thank you to the experts
on the Welfare and
Housing Strategic
Committee

https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/dairy-cattle/code2023#section2
https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/dairy-cattle/code2023#section2
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