FREEDOM OF
MOVEMENT
AND SPACE

REQUIREMENTS
FOR DAIRY COWS:
AREYOUUPTO

CODE?

Follow these steps to
determine whether you
are meeting the new
requirements from the
Code of Practice for the
Care and Handling of
Dairy Cattle, published in
2023.

Note: This decision tree
highlights only the new
requirements of the Code
regarding housing space and
freedom of movement for
dairy cows. To view all
requirements, please refer to
the full text of the Code,
available from the_ National
Farm Animal Care Council.

Check out additional
resources on the
housing and welfare of
dairy cows!
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ARE LACTATING

COWS HOUSED IN TIE
STALLS OR A LOOSE
HOUSING SYSTEM?

Are the cows housed
in free stalls?

Does the stocking
density exceed 1
cow per stall?

Do the resting areas in group
pens provide at least 9.3 m?
(100 ft?) per Holstein cow, or 7.4
m? (80 ft?) per cow for smaller
breeds (e.g., Jersey)?

UPCOMING CHANGE
REQUIRED
Effective April 1, 2024, stocking

density must not exceed 1.2
cows per stall.

CHANGE REQUIRED

For lactating and dry cows,
resting areas must provide at

least 9.3 m? (100 ft?) of space
per Holstein cow.

Effective April 1, 20217, stocking
density must not normally
exceed 1.1 cow per stall.
Effective April 1, 2031, stocking
density must not normally

exceed 1 cow per stall.

Smaller breeds (e.g., Jersey)
require at least 80% of the
space needed for a Holstein
cow, i.e., 7.4 m? (80 ft?).
TEMPORARY EXCEPTIONS

Depending on the circumstances,
the stocking density may exceed 1
cow per stall, but a corrective action
plan is required, and the stocking
density should never exceed 1.2
cows per stall.

Can tethered cows rest in
a head back position?

CHANGE REQUIRED

Tethers or other head
restraints must allow cattle
to rest in a head back
position; stanchions are not
permitted.

Are lactating cows
tethered throughout
the lactation period?

Are all cows provided with
the opportunity for
freedom of movement for
at least 55 days per
production cycle, for at
least 1 hour per day?

Are dry cows tethered
throughout the dry
period?

CHANGE REQUIRED: EFFECTIVE
APRIL 1, 2027 OR IMMEDIATELY FOR
NEWLY BUILT BARNS
Effective April 1, 2027, cows must not be

tethered continuously throughout their
production cycle (calving to calving).

Newly built barns must allow daily,
untethered freedom of movement and
social interactions year-round.

Minimum freedom of movement
requirements:

o Existing barns: At least 55 days per
production cycle, which may be
consecutive or non-consecutive
(minimum 1 hour per day)

Newly built barns: Daily access
(minimum 1 hour a day)

Are the calving areas
clean, safe, and separated
from the lactating herd,

Are dry cows
provided with the
opportunity for
freedom of
movement for at
least 55 days,
for at least 1 hour
aday?

and do they provide

During calving, does
the area (pens, yards,
or pastures) provide
enough space for the
cows to turn around

enough space to assist the
cows?

CHANGE REQUIRED

Calving areas, whether for group or individual

(360°)?

calving, must provide the cow and calf with an

area that is clean, safe, and separated from the
lactating herd, and provide enough space for

CHANGE REQUIRED: EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2029 OR
IMMEDIATELY FOR NEWLY BUILT BARNS

Effective April 1, 2029, cattle on all farms must calve in loose housed maternity pens, yards,

Newly built barns must allow cows to calve in loose housed maternity pens, yards, or pastures
that permit them to turn around.

NO CHANGES REQUIRED

the cow to be assisted.

Thank you to the experts
For further guidance on space on the Welfare and
recommendations for cows, please refer to the Housing Strategic
Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Committee
Dairy Cattle. oo
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